BRITISH COLUMBIA CANADA

At almost a million square kilometres, British Columbia’s size is
exceeded only by our province's richness and diversity. Larger than
the total area of Germany and France — or California, Oregon and

Washington combined — this is truly a land of opportunity.

Our innovative and skilled workforce, rich natural resources,
unrivaled quality of life and gateway location strategically positioned
at the crossroads of North America and Asia provide a strong foundation

for business success and almost unlimited economic potential.
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Vancouver Island /Coast (pop. 800,716) The Vancouver Island/Coast
region includes B.C's capital city of Victoria, several medium-sized cities
and many smaller oceanside communities. The service sector plays a
major role in the region’s economy, including health care, public
administration, accommodation and tourism. Logging and fishing are
also important industries.

Mainland/Southwest (pop. 2,930,041) This dynamic metropolitan area
is B.C!s most populous region. It is home to one of the most ethnically
diverse regions in Canada. It offers economic opportunities, an active
lifestyle and all the amenities of a vibrant urban centre. Major industry
sectors include trade and financial services, transportation, education,
secondary manufacturing, tourism and agriculture.

Thompson/Okanagan (pop. 549,956) Located in the interior of B.C,
the Thompson-Okanagan region is a popular tourist destination. Its
diverse economy is based on agriculture, the service sector, logging
and manufacturing.

Kootenay (pop. 149,661) Located in the southeast corner of B.C, the
Kootenay region is one of Canada’s leading destinations for outdoor
pursuits. Tourism is a major driver of the economy, coal production, mining
and logging are also important industries in this area.

Cariboo (pop. 154,026) Located in central B.C, the Cariboo region is an area
of vast landscapes. Resource-based industries such as mining and forestry
play a strong role in the area’s economy. The region includes the City of
Prince George, a service centre for the northern half of British Columbia.

North Coast (pop. 53,659) Bordering the Pacific Ocean, the northern coastal region
is an area of forests, mountains and rugged coastlines. In addition to commercial
fishing, logging and mining, the region also has the Port of Prince Rupert, an
aluminum smelter in Kitimat and preparations for liquefied natural gas projects.

Nechako (pop. 41,057 ) With a vast area and low population, Nechako's remote
wilderness is popular with outdoor enthusiasts and those who enjoy rural living.
Natural resources are important in the area’s economy, with oil and gas growing in
importance. Many companies are actively exploring for minerals in the area.

Northeast (pop. 72,496) Lying east of the Rocky Mountains, B.C's Northeast region is
a rapidly growing economy based on natural resources, particularly natural gas
production and coal mining. Other important industries include utilities, logging,
wood products manufacturing and agriculture.
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Metro Vancouver
Population, 2016

(by major municipalities)

Vancouver

Surrey

Burnaby

Richmond

Coquitlam

Langley, District

Delta

North Vancouver, District
Maple Ridge

New Westminster
Port Coquitlam

North Vancouver, City
West Vancouver

Port Moody

Langley, City

Total

653,046
543,940
238,728
213,392
147,619
122,415
101,997
86,002
85,653
73,711
61,187
52,794
40,923
34,193
27,283
2,463,431

Source: BC Stats Population Estimates 2016
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BRITISH COLUMBIA INDUSTRIES >>

Technology

» 9,500 established
companies

Natural Gas

» British Columbia's
natural gas resources
are estimated at over

Mining

» Over $6 billion of mine
products produced
annually

Tourism
»$15.7 billion revenue in 2015
»127,700 workers employed

Forestry

» 55 million hectares of productive
forests that contain roughly
11 billion cubic metres of timber

» Forests are mainly softwood,
such as Douglas fir, western
hemlock, amabilis fir, western
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Transportation Infrastructure

Modern and efficient networks of highways and railways
connect British Columbia to North American markets and
industrial centres. B.C's well-maintained highway system allows
efficient trucking across Canada and easy access to interstate
highways in the United States. Computerized traffic
management and integrated rail truck terminals ensure
effective freight transfer. British Columbia has six railways
crossings into the United States.

» YVR capacity expected to increase to
23.2 million passengers

SANDSPIT a
Environment
Total Area: 95 million hectares » 39 regional airports
Protected Areas: 15.4% of BC's
land base and 3.2% of B.C's marine areas

BELLA COOLA ALBERTA

1,029 protected areas covering 14.4%
of the province or 14 million hectares

Productive Forest: British Columbia has 55 million
hectares of productive forests that contain roughly
11 billion cubic metres of timber
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GROW YOUR BUSINESS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA

Considering British Columbia as a location for investment, a new business venture or an expansion?
Trade and Invest British Columbia offers confidential, knowledgeable advice and services including:

Strategic Support: Obtain the information and contacts you need to make strategic investment
decisions in British Columbia

Business Start Up Assistance: Get started faster, by drawing on our extensive network of
government and industry contacts

Business Climate Information: Learn more about taxation, labour markets, business costs, permits
and regulations

Suppliers of Business Services: Meet with experts in tax, real estate and law, as well as
government permitting agencies

Hosting and Site Tours: Have familiarization tours arranged to business locations throughout the
province, including visiting potential sites, touring facilities, and meeting with community leaders

Government Programs: Learn about the federal, provincial, and local government incentive and
support programs specific to your business

CONTACT:

Trade and Invest British Columbia
999 Canada Place, Suite 730
Vancouver, British Columbia
Canada, V6C 3E1

Phone: +1 604 775-2100
Fax:+1604 775-2197

international@gov.bc.ca
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are subject to change. Neither Trade and Invest British Columbia nor the Province of British Columbia accepts any liability for actions taken based

on this material. All figures are in Canadian dollars. WWW.BritiShCOIU m bia.Ca





