FIND YOUR B.C.
TECH OPPORTUNITY
B.C.’s technology startups offer exceptional investment-ready opportunities.
Success stories include:
» Hootsuite
» PMC-Sierra
» E ndurance Windpower
» D-Wave
» MDA Corporation
» S TEMCELL
» BuildDirect
» Global Relay
»P
 roNAi
» Plenty Of Fish
» Vision Critical
»A
 quinox
» Slack
» Recon Instruments
»N
 eovasc
» Sierra Wireless
» Ballard Power
»C
 ardiome
Another 1,500 tech startups in development stages contribute to a vibrant
tech ecosystem with abundant, affordable talent. Startup Genome rates
Vancouver, B.C. among the world’s top startup ecosystems.
Find out why investors like what they see in British Columbia.

WHY B.C.?
There are many advantages to investing in B.C. and we work hard to make
sure that we offer investors an attractive place to do business. For example:
» Our stable business-friendly government means low health care and
labour costs, accelerated immigration, the lowest corporate tax rates in
North America, and a variety of tax incentives.
» Our established technology cluster includes 25 universities, colleges and
institutes; the campuses of technology leaders including Amazon, Sony,
Electronic Arts, Microsoft, Oracle, SAP, IBM, and Disney; several cross-border
venture capital investors; as well as networks, accelerators, and annual
world-class events like the Grow Conference.
» Our tech sector features talented people from wide-ranging backgrounds
working across a diversity of sub-sectors, including the world’s largest cluster
of VFX and animation studios; a gaming network with a global reputation;
and leading companies in ICT/wireless, life sciences and clean technology.
» Our strategic location facilitates easy collaboration with tech centres in
Washington state and Silicon Valley, and offers convenient connections to
Asia and Europe.
» Vancouver consistently rates as one of the most livable cities in the world
— first in North America in Mercer’s 2014 survey. Our enviable quality of life
means easier employee recruitment and retention.

BRITISH COLUMBIA CANADA

EQUITY INVESTING PAYS OFF
Investing in B.C. is easier than you might think, and your
money goes a lot further.
» L ow business costs compared to other North American
destinations, including a low cost for talent, stretch the
value of your dollars. And today’s exchange rates give you
an immediate uplift of over 30% when you invest in B.C.

Sequence

» S R&ED (Scientific Research & Experimental Development)
tax credits for BC companies return 15% to 35% of qualified
expenditures in the form of a cash refund, a reduction of
taxes payable, or both.
»B
 .C.’s Small Business Venture Capital Tax Credit reduces
B.C. taxes payable by up to 30% serving as a catalyst for
local investors.
»N
 ational and federal government programs like IRAP,
MITACS and NSERC provide funding and access to
innovation research to Ph.D.-qualified research talent
at a fraction of the cost.
»B
 .C.’s new Venture Capital Fund may leverage your
investment by providing additional capital to growing
technology companies.

CONTACT US TO LEARN MORE
B.C. offers a diverse cluster of tech innovation, easy access to markets
and clients, a talented labour force plus tax incentives and funding programs.
Contact us to find out how we can help you invest in B.C.’s growing tech sector.
We offer a single window into government to answer your questions, connect
you with government and industry networks, support you in important issues
such as immigration, regulations, taxes and more.
Let us know what we can do for you and your team.
Trade and Invest BC
604.775.2100
asia.pacific@gov.bc.ca

www.BritishColumbia.ca

